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LK. Rowlng .
Allen & Unwin - $49.95 - -

God is Not Great:
How religion poi-
sons everything

Christopher Hitchens
Allen & Unwin, $29.95

WELL, religion cer-
tainly seems to have
poisoned Christopher
Hitchens's view of the
world.

Unlike others of the
recent rash of “anti-
God"” books, however,
this book is quite read-
able and even interest-
ing In parts.

Blaise Pascal thought
that since it is impossi-
ble to prove either that
God exists or doesn't
exist, we would be bet-
ter off believing that
He does.

Hitchens, with a
wealth of historical
anecdotes cover-
ing every deity from
Yahweh to the Great
Ju Ju, seems to make a
pretty good case that
Pascal was wrong.

But then Mother
Teresa gets a good
deal of stick whereas
“Vinnies”, working
among the down
and out, fails to get a
guernsey. It is a bit like
reading a BHP Annual
Report where some-
one’s forgotten to add
the profit side of the
ledger.

At about page 200,
where Hitchens starts
to get stuck into the
Dalai Lama, | threw the
book across the room
and read no more.

— David Christie
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lan Botham My
llustrated Life
lan Botham

Cassell Hustrated
255pp, $45

IT is hard to believe
30 years have elapsed
since the greatest
English cricketer of
the modern era, lan
Botham, burst spec-
tacularly on the inter-
national stage known
as Test cricket.

But time flies when
you're having fun, and
there is little doubt that
“Sir Beefy” has had his
share of fun over that
time.

Since his cricket
career ended in 1993,
Botham has continued
to live life to the fullest:
travelling the world,
playing in celebrity golf
tournaments, appear-
ing in pantomimes and
carving out a successful
career as a TV com-
mentator.

Not forgetting his
long-distance char-
ity walks, which have
raised miflions for leu-
kaemia research and
earned him a knight-
hood.

A coffee-table pub-
lication, this offering
contains enough glossy
pictures and anecdotes
to ensure it would be
a worthwhile addition
to any cricket tragic’s
library.

— Robert Dillon

Time For Bed,
Isobel
David Bedford and

Leonie Worthington
Little Hare, $14.99

WE love bedtime
stories in our house:
the kids love books, |
do too, don’'t get me
wrong but | really love
the thought that peace
and quiet is imminent.

The adorable Time
For Bed, Isobel is a
blessing and a burden
wrapped up snugly,
and perhaps a little
smugly, in one.

My three-year-old
toad finds a kindred
spirit in Isobel, the
wide-eyed panda who's
not about to surrender
to the night without a
fight.

Isobel has given
her ammunition, you
see quotes (verbatim)
with which to tease
her mother when her
mother smells solitude
just around the corner.

"I don't want to go
to bed,” said Isobel.

"l want to be with
you.”

I, on the other hand,
find it harder to relate
to Isobel’s mother,
whose patience and
gentle reassurances to
the indefatigable Isobel
have me simultaneously
in awe and incredulous.

But it all ends happily
everafter, of course, as
Isobel’s eyelids draw to
a close.

— Gina Cranson
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The End of
Innocence

Estelle Blackburn
Hardie Grant, 338pp,
$29.95

THIS is a book that is
very hard to put down
once you begin read-
ing it, especially if you
enjoy true crime.

It is a sequel to the
best-selling Broken
Lives, which covered
the story of the last
man to be executed
in Western Australia,
serial killer Eric Cooke,
in October, 1964.

Two other young
men, John Button and
Darryl Beamish, were
also convicted of mur-
der and jailed.

‘Almost four decades
later they were exoner-
ated from the crime,
released from jail and
received financial com-
pensation.

Their acquittal was
due to the persistence,
hard work and passion-
ate belief of the author
that the criminal justice
system had wrongly
convicted these two
young men.

The system got it
very wrong, especially
in relation to shoddy
police evidence.

By story’s end we
feel a huge sense of
relief that truth and
justice has prevailed.

— Paul Kraus
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